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DAVID BRIGHT. 

Owing to numerous family affiliations in onr county, 

some particulars in regard to the Bright connexion in 

Greenbrier are interesting to our readers. 

David Bright came from Pennsylvania and was one 

of the pioneers of upper Greenbrier, and located on 

place now occupied by Andrew Brinkley and sons near 

Frankford. David’s wife was a Miss Grant, also of 

Pennsylvania. Their sons were Michael, Jesse, David 

and George. There were two daughters, one of whom 

was named Mary. 

Jesse Bright married Margaret Ilamptenstall, and 

settled on the homestead and reared the family that has 

so many relations in Pocahontas County. His daugh¬ 

ter Margaret was married to Joseph Callison, and went 

to Illinois. Mary Bright was married to Israel Calli¬ 

son, lived awhile in Pocahontas, then went to Illinois; 

and was still living at last accounts (in 1897.) 

Rachel Bright became the wife of the late Joseph 

Levisay, near Frankford. Her son, G. W. Levisay, 

married Maggie Beard, youngest daughter of the late 

Josiali Beard of Locust, and located at Frankford, 

where he farms and merchandises. Josephine Levisay 

became Mrs Preston Clark of the Levels. Mary Levi¬ 

say became Mrs F. I. Bell, and lives near Savannah 

Mills. Samuel Brown Levisay was one of the victims 

of the fearful boiler explosion that occurred in 1896 

near Frankford. Jesse A., Letitia, Louella, and Eliz¬ 

abeth are the names of Mrs Levisay’s other children. 
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Jesse Bright, Junior, married Margaret Piunell and 

resides in Lewisburg. 

Margaret Bright, daughter of Jesse Bright, Senior, 

became the wife of the late John Levisay, who settled 

near Frankford, where he lately died. Her eldest 

daughter, Mary Margaret, is the wife of Rev D. S. Sy- 

denstricker, D. D., the pastor of the Oak Grove Pres¬ 

byterian Church. Sabina Levisay was married to John 

Rodgers, and moved to Gallipolis, Ohio. Jesse Levi¬ 

say married Miss Addie Johnson and migrated to Illi¬ 

nois. Cornelia Levisay was married to W. Henry 

Wallace, and lives on Sinking Creek. John Brown 

Levisay married Minnie Johnson and resides on a por- 

tton of the old homestead. Lillian Levisay was mar¬ 

ried to Dr James A. Larue and now resides at Pulaski, 

Tenn. James W., Virginia, and Louisa Levisay live 

on the homestead. 

Francis Bright was married to James Ludington and 

went to Illinois. 

Samuel Bright married Miss Mary Pollock. 

Julia Bright was married to Allan S. Levisay, and 

lived near Frankford. Mr and Mrs Levisay have for 

a few years lived near Marlinton with their daughter, 

Mrs Levi Gay. Their son John Granville Levisay 

married Emma Robinson and lives near Frankford. 

David Bright married Elizabeth Price. 

Sarah Bright married William Cassidy and settled 

in Fayette County. 

George Bright married Harriet Bowen and moved 

to Missouri. His second wife was a Miss Steenberger 

of Missouri. 
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Abram Bright married Margaret Bowen. Abram’s 

second wife was a lady from Richmond, Va. His third 

wife was Miss Nickel, of Monroe, and fourth was Miss 

Swisher, now of Gallipolis, Ohio. 

The ladies that were the first wives of George and 

Abram Bright just mentioned were sisters, and daugh¬ 

ters of James Bowen, who lived at the mouth of Spring 

Creek. Mr Bowen was a person of great business 

ability and promoted a number of useful industrial en¬ 

terprises. He built a grist mill, carding machine, savr 

mill, and oil mill on the property now held by Newton 

Mann. 

This about exhausts all the information in the com¬ 

piler’s possession that illustrates the relationship these 

good people sustain to the citizenship of our county. 

The writer feelingly cherishes the memory of Jesse 

Bright, Senior, about whose large and interesting fam¬ 

ily these biographic notes have been prepared. The 

last time he ever saw this venerable man was on a 

Sabbath morning in the spring of 1857, on the way to 

church. As I was passing from Mr John Levisay’s to 

Frankford, near where the cemetery now is, I heard a 

singular noise, and on turning around saw that some¬ 

one’s horse had stumbled and thrown the rider. On 

going back it was found to be Mr Jesse Bright. In 

the meantime his daughter, Mrs Margaret Levisay, 

with her husband aDd two daughters, Mary and Jennie, 

had come up with him. Mr Bright was led to a fence 

corner where he remained a little while, apparently not 

much hurt, but thought it best to return home. It is 

said he never felt the same after the contusion he suf- 
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fered from the falling of his faithful old grey horse 

that had carried him so safely and pleasantly for many 

years. From the noise made the animal fell heavily, 

and the wonder is. the rider escaped instant death. 

The compiler of this sketch is mainly indebted to 

Mr Washington Levisay for the information given 

here, taken from memory or gathered by him from the 

reminiscences of elderly friends. 

SAMUEL PRICE. 

What is relied upon as authentic tradition is to the 

effect that the progenitor of the Price relationship in 

Greenbrier. Botetourt, Craig, Monroe, and Pocahon¬ 

tas counties was one Samuel Price, who was among 

the earlier settlers of Augusta County in the vicinity 

of New Hope. He was it is believed a native of Wales 

but had lived in Maryland before coming to Virginia. 

So far as known his family consisted of three sons, 

Thomas, Jacob, and Samuel. All three were Revolu¬ 

tionary soldiers and Indian fighters. 

Samuel Price, Junior, settled in Greenbrier County, 

near Savanna Mills, on preempted lands, a part of 

which is now in the possession of Washington Price, a 

descendant of the fourth remove. Samuel Price’s first 

wife was Margaret Black, of Albemarle County, and 

her child red were Samuel (third), William, Jacob, 

James, Sally, who became Mrs Michael Bright; Mrs 

Thomas Beard and Mrs Jacob Walkup. The names of 

Mrs Beard and Mrs Walkup are not known to the 

compiler. The second marriage of Samuel Price, Jr., 
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